Bad data fail to halt patents well studied by researchers at two field stations there for decades. The project can also tap into other, similar efforts that are already under way, such as the Census of Marine Life, in which Knowlton is involved.
Putting a whole island under the microscope won't be easy. But the Biocode scientists say they are building on a tide of change that is revolutionizing taxonomy and ecology. "We have technological challenges; we have sampling challenges, " Meyer admits. "But the idea of barcoding has really hit a tipping point. This is the perfect time to try something like this. "
